
Saying Goodbye to 2022 and Welcoming 2023 

This past year has been a year full of activity across the world, in our country, and especially in 

our community.  We continue to witness political turmoil, both internationally and domestically.  

But we’ve also experienced many positive things in the past year.  We hope that we are finally 

turning the corner on the COVID-19 pandemic.  Most people are back to work, as most 

businesses have spent the entire year struggling to hire enough people.  We’ve had several new 

businesses open in the community, including several exciting new restaurants, with others on the 

way.  Although interest rates have been increasing, the housing market in Emmaus has been 

among the hottest markets in all of Pennsylvania for several years, as the average house is only 

on the market for a few weeks.  Most families have returned to their old normal routines and are 

able to go on vacation again.  It is important for all of us to remain vigilant, as COVID-19 hasn’t 

left, but the spread of it has certainly slowed.   

It has been a very busy year in the Borough as well.  While we have certainly had our challenges 

with water, sewer, streets, we have seen great progress as well.  Our building construction 

projects have taken off and continuing to make great progress.  We added numerous amenities to 

our community pool this year, with the addition of a new sliding board, a zip line, basketball 

hoops, and a climbing wall.  Revenue at our swimming pool and our concession stand were at 

record highs this summer, as our daily attendance to the pool exceeded our recent attendance 

records.  We have several new department managers in the Borough this year, and they have 

added new energy, ideas, and direction to our operations.  Our volunteers have continued to hold 

many successful events, as the Summer Concert Series once again expanded to Triangle Park.  

Our Arts Commission continues to host successful events throughout the year and continue their 

hydrant painting initiative.  Other volunteers in our community continue to make their 

organizations our community’s greatest assets.  For example, the Knauss Homestead has never 

looked better, as the volunteers at the Homestead have held numerous successful events this year 

and have made numerous upgrades to the house and barn at the facility.  Other civic 

organizations in our community continue to make huge impacts for our residents, volunteering 

time and money every day.  Our volunteers pulled off a fantastic Halloween Parade.  Our 

Farmers’ Market is one of the most popular in the entire region.  We are certainly proud of the 

people in our community.  If you are not part of volunteering, but want to find a way to 

contribute, please feel free to reach out to us and we can help guide you in the right direction.  

Our residents are what makes Emmaus the envy of the Lehigh Valley! 

By the time you read this article, the holidays will be upon us.  Most of the leaves will be down 

and the crisp, cool weather will be in the air.  Before we know it, Thanksgiving will be upon us, 

and the holiday season will be in full swing.  Hopefully you’ll be able to celebrate Thanksgiving 

Dinner this year with more of your family, as it just wasn’t the same celebrating our holidays 

with a virtual call.  There were many positives in the past three years that we may not realize.  

For most of us, we were able to get to spend time with our families.  Rather than the hustle and 

bustle that we are so used to, many of us were able to actually sit down with our children, 

spouses, and other loved ones and spend quality time with them, rather than quickly coming 

home from work, eating on the fly, making sure that we get to practice on time, get home, do 



homework, take a shower, and get to bed, just to do it all over tomorrow.  Life has slowed down 

for many of us, and perhaps made us rethink our priorities.  For many, we’ve learned that there 

are other ways to conduct business or to work, as we’ve learned how to work from home or 

remotely, and we’ve become better with technology, as we’ve been forced to rely on it more than 

ever.  For others, we’ve become more connected with the outside world, as we’ve begun biking, 

hiking, and walking again.  Yes, there are still material and goods shortages across the world, but 

we’ve figured out how to adjust and deal with it. We have had our struggles, perhaps with money 

or health, but if you truly think about it, many of us have changed our habits or lived a better way 

of life.  We have witnessed the true sense of community, as we’ve seen an outpour of neighbors 

helping each other, whether it is assisting the next-door neighbor, or if it has been through 

charitable causes.  We have seen the true meaning of community through this labor of love that 

our citizens have given each other.  While we have had our challenges and struggles, we have so 

much more to be thankful for, and we are truly thankful that we are able to be spend time 

together face to face.  

Whether you celebrate a religious holiday or just simply enjoy the holiday season, Borough 

Council, Mayor Gilbert, and all of the employees and volunteers of the Borough of Emmaus 

want to wish you a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season. 

If you know anything about our wonderful community, you know that the holidays are a time for 

great festivals, celebrations, and events throughout the Borough.  Old-Fashioned Christmas in 

near, and soon after we will be celebrating the new year.  In early February, our Arts 

Commission will once again host Snow Blast.  Several of our other local organizations are also 

working on bringing you some holiday cheer that you are so used to as well.  Stay tuned to the 

Borough website or our Facebook Page for different events and holiday happenings throughout 

the community.  

As we know, with winter comes winter weather, although we were spared for the most part last 

year.  When it does arrive, we urge you to be careful.  Our Public Works Department will be 

removing snow and ice from the streets throughout the winter.  Please remember, their job is to 

remove that snow and ice.  Please don’t throw it back out in the street, as you are only making it 

dangerous for others.  Please know that they try to plow curb to curb, which means that you may 

get plowed in again if you shovel your walk before the streets are plowed.  We ask that you be 

respectful and understand that they are only doing their jobs.  In addition, our emergency service 

providers respond to countless calls from people falling on the ice, accidents, heart and breathing 

problems, and other emergencies related to snow and ice.  Please be careful and know your 

limitations.  If you have a neighbor that is elderly, handicapped, or has limitations, we encourage 

you to reach out and try to help them as well, as we all live in this wonderful community 

together. 

 

We truly wish you a very happy and healthy holiday season and a short, warm winter without too 

much snow and ice!  Here’s to 2023 and a fresh start to what we truly hope will be the best year 

of your life! 

 


